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SESSION OVERVIEW
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What learning outcomes do students achieve by producing podcasts during 
short-term study abroad, in relation to course goals and their real-world 

peer audience?
▪ Podcasts have become standard pedagogical resources in higher education; 

however, many are faculty-produced or created to disseminate course 
content.

▪ In this session, we will outline how attendees can embrace technology to 
enhance students’ experience abroad, with special focus on intercultural 
development, intentional experiential learning, and reflection.



History and Evolution of the Course

2011 - Born on the back patio of a bar
2012 - Proposed and accepted
2013 - Failed to make
2014 - An experiment that worked
2015-16 - Tweaking for improvement
2017 - When it all clicked
2018 - Onward!
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GBL 267 Group Conversation Podcast Assignment
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▪ While we are in France, you will have one major assignment. 
▪ This assignment will be to record a group conversation about one of the sites 

that you all researched in groups this past fall. 
▪ This time, however, you will discuss a different site than the one that you 

researched in the fall with different tribe members from those with whom you 
worked before. 

▪ Review each PPT for the destination presentations from the fall (accessible on 
our GBL 167 fall course site and via google docs) in order to converse on the one 
you're assigned and to comment on/extend the conversation in writing on our 
Facebook page for all the other sites. 



Podcast Assignment (continued) 
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▪ In terms of the recording, feel free to use whatever method you like. 
▪ For the less technically inclined, you can simply use the voice memo function on your 

phone, which saves recordings as an MP3, and text it to LD and Sarah. 
▪ But, have fun with this and be creative if you like as well. 
▪ There are many apps out there that can help you create a podcast that has background 

music and/or sound effects, for example, like iMovie and Spreaker. We encourage you to 
have/record these conversations while out at cafés or in parks so that the spontaneity of 
the local ambiance is evident; however, this is not required, and you should always do a 
test recording from wherever you are to make sure that the background noise is not 
overbearing. 



Podcast Assignment (continued)

● Furthermore, we recommend that more than one person record the 
conversation so that you have a back-up in place. 

● And finally, we recommend that you start recording with 100% battery-levels and 
that you monitor the recording progress so that if someone's phone dies, you can 
notice this immediately and pick up the convo with another's device. 

● In sum, be prepared. We are happy to discuss this assignment with you further 
over our first couple days in Montpellier. 
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Podcast Assignment (continued)
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▪ Please read the rubric below thoroughly in order to understand what an 
excellent conversation would entail. 

▪ Where the discussion goes is up to you; just be sure to talk to each other, and 
that you have a conversation, not just a string of individual comments. 

▪ Your points should be well articulated and developed. 
▪ We urge you to consider your perceptions and knowledge gained of each site 

during the pre-departure seminar and subsequently address how those 
perceptions have evolved now that you have experienced the destination in 
person physically. 

▪ Reviewing course readings and learning journals will likely prove quite helpful as 
well.  



Podcast Assignment (continued)
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▪ We have also posted a document with a sacred space lexicon in our google docs folder. 
▪ Reading this will also help provide relative terminology and aid in better articulating 

your points. 
▪ Finally, we recommend that each group discuss/organize/debrief for 30-45 minutes 

before beginning recording in order to reach consensus on points you'd like to cover and 
create a loose outline. 

▪ We stress "loose," because the conversation should be just that: a natural dialog that 
includes everyone's voice, a spontaneous discussion that does not come off as too 
scripted. 

▪ Your recorded conversation should last 40-45 minutes, but do not sweat this detail. If it 
turns out to be 39 or 49, that is just fine. 



GBL 267 Group conversation podcast assessment  (        / 50 )
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Criteria Excellent/Very good Good Fair/Needs improvement

Substance (Introduction 
Organization, and Development 
of Ideas)
25 pts

Context provided: clear, logical 
organization of main points 
introduced; Demonstrated extensive 
preparation and reflection; Offered 
enriching perspectives and meaningful 
reactions; Referred to in-class 
discussion, previous course content, 
and/or outside research to enrich the 
discussion; Argument development 
was clearly part of a dialog, not just a 
bunch of points made in a vacuum; 
Final analysis of the topic as a whole 
showed reflection and enhanced 
cultural competence. (30-27 pts)

Context provided but more was needed; 
Organization of main points lacked some 
clarity or was less than logical; Preparation 
and reflection were evident; Offered 
engaging perspectives/reactions; Needed 
more references to in-class discussion, 
previous course content, and/or outside 
research to enrich the discussion; 
Elaborated sometimes when sharing 
ideas/ideas somewhat but not always fully 
developed.
(26-24 pts)

Context was lacking; Preparation 
and/or reflection were weak or absent 
altogether; Ideas, reactions and/or 
questions were not fully developed or 
articulated; Little to no reference to 
in-class discussion, previous course 
content, and/or outside research to 
enrich the discussion; Unclear 
organization; May be missing crucial 
info.
(23-0 pts)



GBL 267 Group conversation podcast assessment  (        / 50 )
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Criteria Excellent/Very good Good Fair/Needs improvement

Initiative 
and 
Interaction
10 pts

Played a significant role in generating 
discussion throughout; Listened well (did not 
interrupt group mates) and if necessary, 
encouraged quieter peers to share their 
perspectives; Supported positions with 
authority and evidence; Contributed well to 
the whole.  (10-9 pts)

Active participant in discussion/Effort was made 
to speak up; Supported his/her position but may 
not have used facts to back it up; May not have 
remained true to stated position; Made an 
effort to contribute and interact by offering 
ideas and reactions. (8.9-7 pts)

May not have taken as much initiative in the 
group discussion; May not have asked 
questions or been as reactive or interactive 
with others; Did not support his/her position 
with facts; Allowed others to take more of the 
burden of the discussion. (6.9-0 pts)

Articulation 
of Ideas, 
Examples, 
and 
Evidence
10 pts

Articulated points clearly; Cited well-chosen 
examples from course readings and materials 
as well as notes from tours to support ideas 
and enrich the conversation.  (10-9 pts)

Expressed ideas clearly for the most part; Gave 
some concrete examples from course texts, 
group presentation from pre-departure seminar 
as well as on-site tour.
(8.9-7 pts)

Ideas sometimes unclear; Points were hard to 
follow; ideas may not have been convincing 
due to poor expression; Few or poorly-chosen 
examples to enrich the discussion; May not 
have offered examples from course readings 
and group presentation to support ideas. (6.9-
0 pts)



GBL 267 Group conversation podcast assessment  (        / 50 )
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Criteria Excellent/Very good Good Fair/Needs improvement

Conclusions 
and Overall 
Outcome
5 pts

Conclusion was very clear; Provided 
concise summary of main points made; 
Arguments were very persuasive due to 
abundance of concrete examples; 
Conversation was authentic, well 
prepared but not overly scripted.
(5-4.5 pts)

Conclusion was mostly clear although 
arguments may not have persuaded audience 
enough due to small gaps in research; 
Conversation felt mostly authentic; May have 
felt a bit scripted in places or contained a 
couple small gaps/hesitations, but this did not 
impede the flow. (4.4-3.5 pts)

Conclusion was poor, maybe lacking; No 
summary of main points was offered; Positions 
were unclear due to lack of concrete evidence 
and/or enough variety of examples; 
Conversation did not seem natural/may have 
come off as overly scripted/may have contained 
noticeable gaps in dialog/lulls in the 
conversation. (3.4-0 pts)



SAMPLE SNIPPET… from Google Drive via our Facebook Page
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/551966265013025/


RE-ENTRY SURVEY RESULTS
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Q: Considering the academic goals of the course, what did you learn from the 
podcasting assignment? Please do the best you can to align your response to 
one or more specific academic goals.

▪ I was hoping to do more than just get a good grade. The nature of the 
assignment made me want to learn more about what we were doing.

▪ The podcasts allowed us to critically think and analyze what we experienced 
throughout the course. They also allowed us to discuss our experiences with our 
peers not only through the podcast but through our comments on them as well.



RE-ENTRY SURVEY RESULTS
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Q: Considering the global engagement goals of the course, what did you learn 
from the podcasting assignment? 

▪ Particularly with regard to the second global engagement goal, understanding the multiple 
perspectives of sacred space, the podcasting assignment helped greatly, as it allowed us to talk 
through our own perspectives and listen to others’. I know that everyone processed the various 
sacred spaces we visited very differently, and resonated with some more than others. The 
podcasts gave us the opportunity to bring our different perspectives to the table and talk them 
through, giving everyone a newfound appreciation for each sacred space in the process.

▪ Through the podcasts, we were able to critically look at how we interact with people from 
different cultures and realize the importance of understanding different worldviews.



RE-ENTRY SURVEY RESULTS
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Q: Considering your responses in questions 1 & 2, how exactly did the collaborative 
podcasting experience and Facebook commenting facilitate your learning and 
achievement of the goals you identified above.
▪ There were times when I didn't fully know how to express my opinion or experience after 

visiting a certain cite. The comments from my classmates helped me to have a groundwork 
to build from so I could better express my views.

▪ The podcasting assignment was most helpful in achieving the learning goals by allowing us 
to hear the different perspectives that everyone had on the sacred spaces we visited, 
bringing their own life and religious experience into the conversation. I think that 
oftentimes in society, hatred and conflict arise from a misunderstanding of others’ 
perspectives and backgrounds, and the podcasting assignment teaches us to listen to other 
people’s points of view.



RE-ENTRY SURVEY RESULTS
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Q: Considering your responses from questions 1, 2 & 3, please comment in as much 
detail as possible on why this learning has been important for you?
▪ I think that this type of learning experience is important for everyone, because it teaches 

understanding and tolerance for those who are different from us. Collaboration is also key 
to furthering one’s own thoughts and understanding of key concepts. For example, during 
our podcasts, someone would say something, which would spark someone else’s thoughts, 
and on and on until a great conversation was born.

▪ The learning of how to respect differences in opinions of sacrality helped me to further 
understand the importance to be open minded when communicating with others, not only 
about what we find sacred, but in other aspects of life as well.



RE-ENTRY SURVEY RESULTS
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Q: How would you compare the learning experience of the collaborative nature of this podcasting 
assignment (conversing on site, recording together, and then reading, commenting and responding 
to yours and other podcasts) to keeping individual journals and/or short writing assignments abroad 
that only your professors would have seen to submit for a grade ?

▪ I preferred the podcasts because orally discussing ideas allowed me to consider different opinions I hadn't 
previously considered. Additionally, several of my group members brought up details from our excursions that I 
hadn't noticed at the time. All in all, the podcast sessions enriched my knowledge and overall experience while 
abroad.

▪ I would prefer the podcasting assignment to individual writing assignments because it’s far more interesting 
and helpful to discuss ideas with others. Keeping a journal can be helpful in processing the experience, and can 
be something fun to look back on, but the podcasting assignment is ultimately more helpful for intellectual 
growth because it broadens your perspective and connects you to others. Also, I think that students can find 
keeping a journal for a grade a bit tedious, whereas a podcast can be a fun and enlightening experience.



RE-ENTRY SURVEY RESULTS
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Q: This assignment considered and benefited from a "real-world" audience: you all listened and 
responded to each other.  How did that experience affect your capacity to evaluate, analyze, and 
apply  the academic course material while you were in France and since you have returned home?

▪ I think that the fact that we were all participating in some capacity in each discussion helped us to 
continue the conversation outside of the podcasts. For example, when we were on an excursion 
we would be reminded of something said in a podcast, and would pick up the conversation then 
and there.

▪ This experience helped my to evaluate, analyze and apply the course material because I had 
others to compare my views with, furthering my ability to think critically about how the material 
in the pre-departure class applied to the places we visited in France.





THANK 
YOU
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