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CIEE IFDS in Spain “Modern Debates Along An Ancient Way”
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CIEE IFDS in Spain “Modern Debates Along An Ancient Way”
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JOURNEY IS 
MORE 

IMPORTANT 
THAN 

DESTINATION



The Concept of JOURNEY in African-American Art
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The forced journey of enslaved Africans to America
The journey northward of escaping slaves via the Underground Railroad
The journeys of 19th-century expatriate artists to avoid racism
The Great Migration of the 20th century
Jacob Lawrence: The Migration of the Negro series of paintings, 

1940-41

The journey towards civil rights
The journey back to Africa of artists in the second half of the 20th century
The journeys of artists seeking inspiration in other parts of the world
The journey as an artistic theme
Romare Bearden: The Black Odyssey collages, 1977



Jacob Lawrence: The Migration of the Negro, 1940-41
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Jacob Lawrence: The Migration of the Negro, 1940-41
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Jacob Lawrence: The Migration of the Negro, 1940-41
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Jacob Lawrence: The Migration of the Negro, 1940-41
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Jacob Lawrence: The Migration of the Negro, 1940-41
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Romare Bearden: The Black Odyssey, 1977
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Romare Bearden: The Black Odyssey, 1977
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Romare Bearden: The Black Odyssey, 1977 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-0ZbWUaD-4
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-0ZbWUaD-4
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Bringing the Camino Closer
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Beginning with familiar texts, 
such as Canterbury Tales 

Making use of popular media 
and community-building events 
in a co-curricular class showing 
of The Way 

Sharing personal experience 
from CIEE IFDS

Ellesmere Chaucer, f. 153v



Creating a Pilgrimage: Ancient and Modern Models
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Codex Calixtinus



Mapping It Out
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Communitas: Opting In!
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Experiential Learning with Students: The “Street Tour”
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Educational journeys: Creating active learning spaces

21

Joining a community of learners
Entering unfamiliar spaces
Exploring streets and neighborhoods
Experiencing motion and movement
Understanding the concept of place as “a text”



Creating active learning spaces

“Traditional” 
& “modern”
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M                                    



Applying “The City as Text” Honors Model
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When honors professor Bernice Braid, met her student off 
campus she asked, “What did you see on your way here?  As 
she tells it, every single person said, “Nothing much!”  She 
began to develop this type of experiential learning and then 
trained professors like me to use it.

We all need to be told to look around. 



“The City as Text” or “Place as “Text” 
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 Participants are split into small groups with an assigned area of the city/place to explore in 3-
4 hours

 They report back for a general discussion at the end to exchange insights with other who 
have explored other areas of the same city/place.

 The sum of everyone's experience is a fuller view than what just one person or a group might 
achieve doing the same exercise alone.

 They may take a digital approach.  So many possibilities!



Exploring by observing the built environment
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“Place as Text” Curriculum – Using the senses

26

MAPPING: Buildings, transportation, points of interest, patterns of 
housing, pedestrian and traffic flow, social activities and events that 
might not be apparent on a traditional street map.  

OBSERVING: The (un)expected, the (un)familiar, and new/old? 
For example, murals, monuments, religious symbols, 
street signs, bumper stickers, pools and parks, shops. 
bus stations



Using the senses

27

LISTENING:  What people say and do, what they need, what they enjoy, 
what bothers them, what they appreciate, what it costs to live. [Strike 
up conversations. Can be terrifying. Here's where working in pairs can 
be helpful, and a newspaper can come in handy]

REFLECTING:  Writing can be as simple as describing a single scene or 
interaction that catch your attention.  [Begin with “lab notes” then 
explain, analyze, and interpret what you focus on.  What do you think it 
happening here?  What was your part in the scene?  We're not 
invisible.]



Exploring by listening, reading, reflecting http://www.traveldiariesapp.com
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Mapping: bringing together “online” and “offline” journeys
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Inspired by the Camino and the ancient paths
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BRINGING IT BACK TO THE INDIVIDUAL: 
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Creative Writing: Personal Essay Project 
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Camino faculty development experience 
as inspiration for writing about personal 
journey.



The Yellow Arrow
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Resting in the Way
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Look for guides  
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When you are in need, help will appear
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It’s ALL about the people
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…so surround yourself with kind people, and remember to look 
out and see the beauty surrounding you
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At the end of the world
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QUESTIONS 

REFLECTIONS 

CONNECTIONS

SUGGESTIONS



THANK 
YOU
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